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Lana Sowders 

 

Lesson Objective:  Students will use inquiry, research and creative skills to complete an 

independent study on a topic related to the Civil War. 

 

Lesson Plan: 

1.  Teacher will introduce the concept of an independent study and discuss expectations 

using Independent Study Project Guide.  (see attachment) 

2. Student Choice – Student will choose topic and confirm with teacher for project 

3. Student will complete project using project guide and present to class within one week 

from assignment 

4. Teacher will conference one-on-one with student mid-way through project to make sure 

student is on task and has complete understanding of rubric. 

5. Student will present and be scored according to rubric on Independent Study Project 

Guide 

 

Assessment: 

 Student presentation scored according to rubric 

 

Technology use: 

 Internet Research 

 Google Docs or Microsoft Power Point for visual 

 

 

 

 

 



Dual Credit U.S. History 

Civil War Independent Study 

100 pt. Project 

Assignment: 

Your independent study will be completed on your own outside of class on a topic related to 

the Civil War. 

Your project will have four parts: 

1. Visual (Poster board or Power Point) (25 pts.) 

2. Detailed information about your topic and the topic’s  role in the Civil War (25 pts) 

3. Presentation of your topic, visual and the artistic creative element to the class (25 pts.) 

4. Creative /artistic element to make your topic memorable to the class (ex. Song, poem, 

artwork, etc.) (25 pts.) 

Due Date:_______________________________________________ 

Topics available: 

1. Civil War medicine (include Clara Barton) 

2. Matthew Brady 

3. Weapons of the Civil War (include Merrimack and Monitor) 

4. Freedmen’s Bureau 

5. 54th Massachusetts Regiment 

6. Vicksburg 

7. Robert E. Lee 

8. Ulysses S. Grant 

9. Gettysburg  (include Gettysburg Address) 

10. Black Codes 

11. Sharecropping 

12. Ku Klux Klan 

13. Civil War/Reconstruction Amendments (13th, 14th & 15th) 

14. Jefferson Davis 

15. Abraham Lincoln 

16. William T. Sherman (include the march to the sea) 

17. Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson 

18. Andrew Johnson 

19. John Wilkes Booth 



20. Civil War food 

21. Civil War art & music 

22. Civil War prisoner of war camps 

23. Women and the Civil War 

 

 

Rubric 

WOW! 
90-100+ 

GOOD 
80-89 

OKAY 
70-79 

KEEP WORKING 
60-69 

 
Presentation is: 
-“attention getting”; 
bright, inviting 
-Has extensive 
information about 
the person 
-Artistic/Creative 
element is interesting 
and intriguing (ex. 
Dress up as the 
person, song, 
sculpture, etc.) 
-Clear, well-planned; 
well-spoken, not just 
read; entertaining 
and memorable 

 
Presentation is: 
-invites attention but 
has room for 
improvement 
-has information 
about the person but 
more could be added 
--Artistic/Creative 
element is interesting 
but lacks a wow 
factor 
-Well-presented but 
had some lapses in 
planning and 
speaking 

 
Presentation is: 
-attempts to gain 
attention but could 
be improved 
- has minimum 
information about 
the person 
-Artistic/Creative 
element is there but 
does not show a lot 
of thought 
-presentation does 
not flow; more read 
than presented; 
needs to be more 
organized 

 
Presentation is 
-Has all the parts but 
the parts each need 
work 
-shows little effort to 
research and to 
present above the 
minimum 
-Artistic/Creative 
element does not 
exist or is bare 
minimum to meet 
requirements 
-presentation is not 
well-presented and 
greatly lacks 
organization 

 

 


